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“It’s not a dialog right…when you are 
down-voted off of Yik Yak you are gone, 

your voice is lost from that 
conversation. Your voice is literally 

erased from the conversation”.

Tripodi, Francesca. 2017. “Yakking about college life: Examining the role of anonymous forums on community identity formation” in Tressie McMillan Cottom, Jessie
Daniels, and Karen Gregory (eds.) Digital Sociologies. Policy Press

https://policypress.co.uk/digital-sociologies


Declined – Not Notable 



Articles for Deletion (AfD)

• Insert { {subst:afdl} } at top of the article
• Do not mark the edit as minor
• Include in the edit summary
• AfD: Nominated for deletion; see [[Wikipedia: Articles for 

deletion/NominationName] }. 
• Replacing NominationName with the name of the page being nominated. 



0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%
JA

N
-1

7

F
E

B
-1

7

M
A

R
-1

7

A
P

R
-1

7

M
A

Y
-1

7

JU
N

-1
7

JU
L

-1
7

A
U

G
-1

7

S
E

P
-1

7

O
C

T
-1

7

N
O

V
-1

7

D
E

C
-1

7

JA
N

-1
8

F
E

B
-1

8

M
A

R
-1

8

A
P

R
-1

8

M
A

Y
-1

8

JU
N

-1
8

JU
L

-1
8

A
U

G
-1

8

S
E

P
-1

8

O
C

T
-1

8

N
O

V
-1

8

D
E

C
-1

8

JA
N

-1
9

F
E

B
-1

9

M
A

R
-1

9

A
P

R
-1

9

M
A

Y
-1

9

JU
N

-1
9

JU
L

-1
9

A
U

G
-1

9

S
E

P
-1

9

O
C

T
-1

9

N
O

V
-1

9

D
E

C
-1

9

JA
N

-2
0

F
E

B
-2

0

PERCENT OF WOMAN MISCATEGORIZED VS. PERCENT OF MEN 
MISCATEGORIZED

She/Her/Hers He/Him/His Total Miscategorized



Searching for Alternative Facts

Photo credit: Jim Cooke 



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Freelon et al. 2016, 2018
Kreiss 2012, 2016, 2017
Kreiss & Mcgregor 2017

Pariser 2011
Putnam 2000
Thorson 2008
Schradie 2019

Sunstein 2001 and 2007
Tufecki 2017

Social Media &
Political Polarization/ Social 

Movements/Democracy Castells 2013
Crawford & Gillespie 2014

Eubanks 2018
Gillespie 2010, 2012 and 2014

Haider & Sundin 2019
Introna and Nissenbaum 2000

Nobel 2018
Noble and Roberts 2015

Roberts 2019
Shilton 2017

Pasquale 2015
Vaidhyanathan 2011/2018

Technology ≠ Neutral “Mis-Dis-Mal” Information
Benkler et al 2018

Briant 2015 & 2018
Donovan & boyd 2018

Freelon 2018
Golebiewski & boyd 2018

Lewis 2018
Marwick & Lewis 2017

Mitchell et al 2014
Phillips 2018

Silverman 2016
Tripodi 2018 
Yin et al 2018



Social Media &
Political Polarization/ Social 

Movements/Democracy

Technology ≠ Neutral
“Mis-Dis-Mal” 

Information



Social Media &
Political Polarization/ Social 

Movements/Democracy

Technology ≠ Neutral“Mis-Dis-Mal” Information

Our keywords are coded 
with ideological biases



Scriptural Inference

A compare-and-contrast 
method of focusing on “the 

Word” and prioritizing direct 
analysis of primary sources

https://datasociety.net/output/searching-for-alternative-facts/
Photo credit: Jim Cooke 



Scripture is Transferable



“Wall of Separation”

Photo Credit: “The intersection of church and state” – Ben McLeod -
https://www.flickr.com/photos/benmcleod/17518034



“Fake news can also be just taking quotes from 
people….but they’re misinforming the people 

because it may sound bad what he [Trump] said but 
a lot of times they’re just taking out of context. They 
don’t really look at what he actually meant by that.”

- Tiffany



Photo Credit: AP News/Susan Walsh 



“I literally type it in Google, and read the first three to five 
articles that pop up, because those are the ones that are 

obviously the most clicked and the most read”

Top Search Results Equals  
• More Important
• More Relevant 
• More Accurate



“I believe it [Google] basically works as a 
fact checker…I more click on the top ones 

because I know how Google works. It 
takes stuff that’s really new and relevant, 

and tries to put it on the top.”

-Sean



“There’s a lot of influence on the first couple 
of results that show up when you type the 

words, because the first information we see is 
what I’ll remember and I’ll keep with, and I’ll 

assume it’s true. So, Google has a lot of 
influence on the role of information.” 

- Silas 





Our keywords are coded with ideological biases



Immigration in the United States 



Immigration in the United States 
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Photo credit: Jim Cooke 

https://datasociety.net/library/data-voids/

Data Voids
Golebiewski & boyd



Keyword Curation
Words or Phrases are Created to Match Ideological Dialects



Strategic Signaling 
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”Nellie Ohr”
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Thank 

You

ftripodi@email.unc.edu 

@ftripodi


